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Design and Technology Policy 

Introduction 

 

At Burton C of E Primary School our Design and Technology teaching prepares pupils to participate in tomorrow’s rapidly 

changing world.  Children learn to produce practical solutions to real problems, with the ability to reflect on and evaluate design. 

Through investigation, exploration and creativity our pupils will develop skills in design and construction, utilising tools 

effectively. 

 

Intent 

 

At Burton CE Primary School we aim to: 

• Engage the interest of all children by providing a curriculum that is challenging and enjoyable.  

• Develop confidence in all, each pupil will have the knowledge they can solve a technological problem, through design, 

construction, evaluation and modification. 

• Provide all pupils with equal access and opportunity to Design and Technology equipment and its uses in everyday life.   

• Ensure pupils have good Health and Safety attitudes and habits. 

• Investigate technological advances throughout history and use these to inspire pupils with their creations.   

• Ensure progression and differentiation within the process of DT in line with individual needs of the pupils.   

 

Implementation of Design and Technology 

 

DT in the Foundation Stage 

Within the Foundation Stage Design and Technology is covered within the primary strand Physical Development, the secondary 

strand Expressive Arts and Design and also within Characteristics of Learning stages.   

Teaching is practical and purposeful, with each pupil being engaged in individual DT projects.   

During the foundation stage year pupils will learn how to use: scissors, tape dispensers, treasury tags, staplers, split pins, paper 

clips and hole punches.  Pupils are encouraged to think imaginatively and talk about what they like and dislike when designing 

and making.   

Pupils will experience early skills needed for food preparation and will discuss and taste a variety of foods.   

There will be opportunities for threading, sewing and weaving as well as exploration of fabrics and materials. 

Early stages of woodwork are experiences, mostly in a play format. 

DT is monitored and assessed using Development Matters Statements and through observations of Characteristics of Learning.  

Each term the children are set an independent challenge to complete a simple craft using the tools and resources available.   

At the end of the academic year judgements will be made using the Foundation Stage Profile.   

 

Progression – EYFS expectations in Burton School 
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DT in the Key Stage 1 

Design and Technology in Key Stage 1 builds on the skills pupils have gained in the Foundation Stage.  Pupils will now begin to 

design with a purpose, gathering resources and constructing with independence.  They will analyse and evaluate their products 

against success criteria.   

Pupils are given opportunities to explore DT during focus lessons as well as part of Let’s Explore.  

The pupils are now expected to work neatly, thinking carefully about presentation as they plan and work.   

Pupils will begin to gather information related to products, researching the effectiveness of everyday appliances and products.  

They will have experience of designing using ICT equipment as well as recording the production progress.  

 

Planned progression of skills for DT – Key Stage 1 expectations in Burton School 

 
 

DT in Lower Key Stage 2 

In Lower Key Stage 2 pupils will begin to explore more challenging tools and equipment.  They will have good knowledge of 

safely, gaining many skills in handling.  Pupils construct after thorough investigation, independently researching for all DT 

projects.   

Pupils may work in a team or on their own on a range of designing and making activities.  They utilise ICT equipment and apply 

their knowledge of mathematics, science and construction as appropriate. 

 

Planned progression of skills for DT – Lower Key Stage 2 expectations in Burton School 
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DT in Upper Key Stage 2 

 

In Upper Key Stage 2 pupils have good knowledge of safely, gaining many skills in handling.  Pupils continue to construct after 

thorough investigation, independently researching for all DT projects.   

Pupils utilise ICT equipment and apply their knowledge of mathematics, science and construction as appropriate. 

They work at a very high level using everyday technology and tools to enhance their product.  They learn to control apparatus 

such as sewing machines, whisks and microwaves and understand the importance of refinement and appeal. 

 

Planned progression of skills for DT – Upper Key Stage 2 expectations in Burton School 

 
 

Teaching and Learning in DT across the school 

 

Teachers have high expectations and an enthusiasm for Design and Technology.  They will have a high level of skills in 

construction, planning and evaluation, passing on their skills to the pupils.  They will allow the pupils opportunities to be 

independent in their research, design and construction enabling pupils to be imaginative and creative. 

The school places high priority on displaying the pupils design and technology products.  There are several structures around the 

school which are permanent or reoccurring. 

 

The Design and Technology Curriculum 

 

The DT curriculum at Burton CE Primary is engaging and stimulating.  Where possible it will be taught as part of cross-curricular 

learning themes.  However, some units will be standalone projects to be taught to ensure appropriate progression and coverage 

of a range of skills and techniques. 

The pupils will also take part in a six week programme of Forest Schooling.  This will be additional to the school’s DT teach ing 

and will cover the use of many tools, building techniques and outdoor construction.    

Where appropriate outside agencies are involved in Design projects.  Pupils are encouraged to seek advice and question to gain 

a greater understanding of the challenge ahead of them.   

All learning will be based on individual needs.  DT will be differentiated as appropriate, ideally with the children’s interests as 

key.  

 

Monitoring and Evaluation 

 

The subject leader will monitor Design and Technology throughout the school.  They will check planning, observe lessons, 

scrutinise work, perform pupil interviews, gather assessment data, monitor curriculum coverage and ensure good standards in 

teaching and learning.  The subject leader will also support other colleagues in the teaching of Design and Technology.  
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Health and Safety  

 

• Children should be given suitable instruction on the operation of all equipment before being allowed to work with it. 

• Children should be strictly supervised in their use of equipment at all times 

• Children should be taught to respect the equipment they are using and keep it stored safely while not in use. 

• Children should be taught to recognise and consider hazards and risks and to take action to control these risks, having 

followed simple instructions. 

• All jewellery should be removed and hair tied back when using more challenging tools and equipment. 

• All safety equipment should be worn during tasks. 

 

Further risk assessments for DT 

 

 

 
 

Policy Review 

The Design and Technology Policy should be reviewed by the subject leader in the Summer Term 2025                 S M Vaughan 


